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Review

Pdides wll bereviewedinline wth OAT sinternal pdicy schedu e
and/or updated when newl egisl ation comes intoforce

Descri pti on of changes

e Conpletere wite of pdicy.
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11 This pdicy sets out how OAT acade mies wlil use search ng screen ng and confiscati onto keep
chil dren and staff safe and to mai nta n an orderly environ ment.

12 It refl ects the DFE Searchi ng Screeni ng and Confiscati on Gui dance (Juy 2022) and the DFE Wse of
Reasonahll e Force (2025) and works d ongsi de our:

° Behavi our Pdicy
° Saf eguard ng and Chil d Protecti on Pdicy
° Attendance &\Msitors Procedures

13 The pdicy appies todl pupls on acadeny prenises, during df-site activities, and on acade ny
transport.

21 Saf eguard ng pupilsis d ways the pri ority.
22 Searches and screeni ng must al ways respect the dgnity, rights and well be ng of pupls.
23 Staff wil act reasonably, proportionatdy, andinline wth statutory gu dance

2.4 Parents wll beinfor med when prohiliteditens arefound or whenind dents ra se saf eguard ng
concer ns.

2.5 Records wil be kept of dl wthout consent searches, and any si grificant i nd dents.

31 Prohkteditens (LFE list)

° Knives or weapons

° A cohd

° Illegd drugs

° Stdenitens

° Tobacco vapes, dgarette papers

° Fireworks

° Por nographici mages

° Any itemthat has been orislikdyto be usedtocomnit anoffence cause personal irjury, o damage
property:

3.2 Acadeny banneditens
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3.3
331

3.4
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3.5
351
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4.2

4.3
4.4

4.5
451

Laser pens, large metal ok ects, aerosds, non-per mtted d ectronic devices, i nd ud ng but not li nited
to nobil e phones and s mart devices, i nd ud ng s mart watches

Screen ng
Usi ng an d ectronic or mechanicad system(e g, netd detector) tocheck puplsfor prohibiteditens.

Search wth consent
A search carried out wththe pupil’s agree ment.

Search wthout consent

A search carried out when ame mber o staff has reasonabl e grounds to suspect a pupil has a
prohi bhteditem

Academies may screen any pupil far weapons or banneditens using a wal k-through or hand-hd d
metal detector/knife wand Consent is not requiredfor screen ng

If a pupil refuses to be screened, they may be refused entry tothe acadeny, and the refusad nay be
treated as a behavi our breach.

Screeni ng nust be carried out by tra ned staff only.
Screeni ng does not i nvd ve physicd contact.

Prind d es

When screeni ng searchi ng or confiscatingitens, staff nust:

Act ina way that pri aritises the pupl’s safety, dgrity and well be ng

Use d ear, cd mcommuni cati on and check the pupil has understood;

Use de-escd ati on and regu ati on strateg es wherever thisis safe

Make dedisions based on a dyna nic assess ment o risk usi ng theleast i ntrusive acti on necessary to
keep everyone safe

Enabl e the pupil’s vd ceto be heard where appropriate(e g, dlowng themto exd a n ask questi ons,
or request atrusted adut);

Pr ovi de support during and after any ind dent, ensuring the pupil is safe cd mand ald etore-engage
Record key dedisions, rationale and outcones as part of safeguard ng practice

Searching wth consent

Staff may search a pupil’s outer d athing bags or possessions wththeir consent for anyitem
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Staff shou d exd a@ n why the searchis be ng requested and ask the pupil to cooperate

A second adut shou d be present where reasonably posside.

Where a pupl refuses, staff may appy the procedures for asearch wthout consent onlyif theitemis
prohi bited

Searchi ng wthout consent
When asearch wthout consent cantake place

A search wthout consent nmay only be carried out where ame mber o staff has reasonable grounds to
suspect the pupil isin possession of a prohi iteditem

Who may search

Only the Prind pa /DSL or staff authorisedin writi ng by the Headteacher/DSL may conduct a wthout
consent search The search must be conducted by:

M A Fitzg bbon
Ms N Whiston
Ms RSomerfidd
Ms S Shel don

M ss K Shd don

A staff menmber of the same bid ogicd sex as the chil d(except inli mted urgent cases), and
Inthe presence of ancther adut, if practicab e

How searches nust be conducted

Only outer d athing (coat, dazer, shoes) can be renoved

Staff may search pockets, bags and possessi ons.

Staff may not conduct anintimate search

Reasonahl eforce may be used only where strictly necessary (see Ofe e of Reasonabl e Force
gui dance).

A pupil cannot berequiredtorenove d athing ather than outer gar nents.

Ur gent “excepti ond circunstances’ searches

A sanme-sex search or second adutis not requiredif:

Thereis arisk of serious har mif the searchis dd ayed, and
The staff menber beieves urgent actionis necessary.
A wittenj ustificati on must dways be recorded after theind dent on CPONMNS.

Searchi ng screen ng and corfiscati on pdicy 6



[OAT]

Ormiston Academies Trust

ACHIEVING MORE TOGETHER

54
541

542
543

55
551

552

553

6.1

6.2

6.3

6. 4
641

6.5

Confiscati on
Staff may confiscate prohi kited or acade ny-banneditens.

Itens may bereta ned returnedto parents, handed to pdice, or dsposed df.
Confiscati on rmust be proportionate necessary, and reasonabl e

Ma ndat ory acti ons

Kni ves, weapons, illegd drugs, stdenitens — nust be passedto pdice

Contrdl ed substances (e g illegal drugs or prescri pti on drugs not bd onging tothe child —Securethe
itemi mmediatdy andinfor mthe pdice Parents areto be contacted unl ess ths wou d put the child at
risk

H ectronic devices — nay be examined, i n excepti on drcunstances, if thereis good reason to bdieve
they conta n evi dence of serious wongda ng and orly wththe consent of the Prind pa to dosa

If any me nber o staff suspects they may find anindecent image of achld(soneti mes known as
nude or sem-nudei mages o yout h- produced sexual i magery) on an d ectronic device they nust
never i ntenti onally viewtheimage, and rust never copy, print, share store or save suchi mages.
When aninddent nightinvdve anindecent i mage of achild and/or videg the nmenber of staff
shou d confiscate the device avd dl ooki ng at the device and refer theind dent tothe DSL (or DDSL)
i mmedi atdy.

Any device whichis confiscated wll bereturnedtothe parent orly and not the child If the parentis
unabl etocdlect theitem they can dlocate an adut (over 18 yrs) tocdlect theitemon the parent's
behalf aslong as the schod is notified

Exceptions toreturn
Any device contai ring (but not li mted to)

indecent i mages o chil dren

por nography

abusive nessages

i mages or Vi deos rd ati ng to suspected cri nhna behavi our

will be reta ned until suchti me as ani nvestigati on has taken dace. The DSL or ne nber of the core
saf eguard ng team wll contact the pdiceif a me mber of staff finds anyi nage, data o file that they

suspect might constitute a specific dfence

Exa nmin ng data or files on d ectronic devices
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Staff designated by the prindpal, nmay exanine any data or files on an d ectronic device that has been
confiscatedif thereis good reasonto dosa — not if there are suspectedindecent or childabuse
i mages

I'n deter mni ng whether thereis a‘good reasorf to exanine the data or files, there shou d be
reasonabl e susp d on that the data or file onthe device has been, or cod d be used, tocause har m
under mne the safe environment o the schod and dsrupt teaching or be usedtocomnit an dffence

If a menber of staff finds any i mage, data, o filethat they suspect night constitute a spedfied
offence it nust be ddiveredto the DSL or Prind pd who wll arrange for ddivery tothe pdice as soon
asisreasonably practicad e

I n exceptional drcunstance the DSL or Prind pa may dspose of thei mage or dataif thereis a good
reasonto do sa

Acade ny staff nust never conduct astripsearch

Inline wth PACE (Pdice Code o Practice) the pdice may conduct astri psearch on acadeny prenises.
KCSIErequires dl DSL'sto“beaware of the requirenment for chil dren to have an appropri ate adut wth
the mduring a strip search.” Further i rf or mati on can be found here

Wher e the pdice dee ma strip search necessary:

A staff nmenber cod d act as the chil d's appropriate adut unl ess the chil dref uses.
Saf eguard ng concerns nust be recorded and referredtothe DSL
The Headteacher nust notify parents un ess pdice advise other wse

After carefdlowng a stripsearch

Chil dren and staff wil be g ven appropri ate support, irrespective of whet her the suspecteditemis
found.

If anitemisfound, ths nmay be a pdice nmatter, but wll d ways be acconpani ed by a safeguard ng
process hand ed by the DSL which gves attentiontothe childs wel be ng

Parent communi cati on
The acadeny wll irfor mparents of:

Any search carried out wWthout consent, and
Any prohi liteditemfound, unl essinfor ning parents creates a safeguard ngrisktothe pupil.

Searchi ng screen ng and corfiscati on pdicy 8


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5f1a8f23d3bf7f5968d37dce/pace-code-c-2019.pdf

[OAT]

Ormiston Academies Trust

ACHIEVING MORE TOGETHER

82
821

9.14

9.2
9.21

9.22

Record ng
The fdl owng nust d ways be | ogged on CPOM for each chil dinvd ved:

Al searches wthout consent

Any searchinvdving prohi biteditens

Any search carri ed out i n excepti onal drcunstances
Any pdiceinvdvement o strip search

Any confiscati on of prohi biteditens

Any saf eguard ng concerns arisi ng

Records shou dind ude date ti ne, staff, puplsinvdved grounds for search detals of items found,
and fdl ow up acti on

Prind d es

Inline wth OfE and ACPO guidance, acadenies mayinvitethe pdice or accredted private provi ders to
use sriffer dogs on acade ny pre nses.

Sriffer dogs may be used:

Wherethereisreasonab e suspidon o illegd drugs or prohikiteditens, o
As a preventative/deterrent measure as part of broader safeguard ng and behavi our strateg es.

Bef ore usi ng sriffer dogs, the acade nmy nust:

Infor mthe rd evant Education Drector, and OAT saf eguard ng and co mmuni cati ons tea rrs.
Consi der and d early communi cate the acti ons that wil be takenif substances are found.
Preparefor any potentid nediainterest.

Al use of sriffer dogs must respect safeguard ng dgnity and cdturd sensitivities (e g, where dogs are
consi dered und ean).

Sniffer Dogs to detect suspectedill egd drugs

Where thereisreasonal e evidence of possession or suppy dof illegd drugs, the acade ny shou d
consut the pdiceinthefirstinstance

If the acade ny proposes using sniffer dogs wthout a pdice warrant, the Prind pa nust ensure that
the acti onis:

Consistent wth pastord responsi kilities and the duty o care,
Cuturdlysensitive
Not likd y tolabd or cause har mto pupils,

Searchi ng screen ng and corfiscati on pdicy 9



[OAT]

Ormiston Academies Trust

ACHIEVING MORE TOGETHER

9.23

9.24

9.25

9.3
9.31

9.32

10.1

10.2

10. 3
10.31

Likdytolead to appropriate support where needed, and
Proporti onate and an effective use of acade ny resources.

Usi ng a sriffer dog toidentifya child or their bd ong ngs constitutes a search and rrust fdlow secti ons
4 and 5 o this pdicy.

Add ti onally, the acade nmy must:

Obtai n parentd consent before any sriffer-dog searchinvdvi ng chl dren,

Have procedures for chil dren whose parents do not consent, and

Respect the privacy o children who may beidentified due to prescribed nedi cati on or passive
exposure

Any illegd drugs detected nust be hand edinline wth Section 55

Sniffer Dogs used sdely as a deterrent

Where sriffer dogs are used as a deterrent or educati ona tod, the acade ny nust:

Ifor mparents and pupils o the purpose and danned use of sriffer dogs,

Ensure the dog hand er operates under acade ny drecti on withthe dog restrictedto generd areas
and no drect contact wthindividuals,

Have dear actionsin dacefor respond ngif the dogind cates potentid substances (e g, increased
supervisi on targeted education).

Deterrent use must not sing e out anyinddua pupil.

Al searches nust be conducted wth consi derationfor:

Trau ma-i nf or med practice
Specid educati onal needs
Disakility and ned cd needs
Cuturd bdiefs

Gender i dentity

Where asearchrases saf eguard ng concerns (i nd ud ng expl dtati on, substance misuse, or cri nna
invd vement), staff nust fdl owthe acade ny' s saf eguard ng procedur es.

Trainng

Acadenmies nust ensure that:

Staff authorised tosearch are tra ned annually
DSLs understand|ega threshd ds for pdicereferrd
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. Al staff recei ve basic awareness training as part o annual safeguard ng and behavi our CPD

10.4 Monitoring and review
10.4 1 Acadenies nust report nonthly (Secondary and AP/Special) or ter nhy (Pri mary) tothe r Educati on

Director on
° Vd ume and nature of searches
° Itens corfiscated
° Use of pdice
° Stri psearchind dents
° Saf eguar d ng the mes

10.4.2 OAT reviews this pdicy every t wo years or sooner if | eg sl ati on changes.
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When you can search:

° Wth consent -for anyitem
° W thout consent -onyfor prohi teditens

Who cansearch

° Prind pa /DSL or ddl egated staff
° Same sex nenber o staff required unl ess urgent risk

What can be searched:

° Outer d ath ng bags, | ockers (with condtions), desks, personal bd ong ngs

When tocontact pdice:

° Kni ves, weapons, drugs, stdenitens, har nfu naterid, or where an offenceis suspected

When toinfor mparents:

° A ways for wthout consent searches unl essit daces child at risk
When tolog
° A ways for wthout consent searches, prohi kiteditens, excepti onal drcunstances, or safeguard ng matters.
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