
Unseen Poetry revision list:

The unseen poetry section is divided into two tasks:

1. Analysis of a single poem (24 marks):

• Analyze meaning, themes, tone, language, structure, and poet’s 
message.

2. Comparison of two poems (8 marks):

• Compare how both poems present ideas, themes, or feelings.

Key Skills to Develop

1. Reading and Understanding

• Identify the central theme or subject of the poem.

• Consider the tone (e.g., celebratory, reflective, angry).

2. Analysis of Language

• Look for poetic techniques:

• Imagery: simile, metaphor, personification, symbolism.

• Sound Devices: alliteration, assonance, onomatopoeia.

• Diction: key word choices and connotations.

• How does the poet use language to evoke emotions or ideas?

3. Analysis of Structure

• Examine:

• Line length, stanza structure, rhyme scheme, rhythm.

• Use of enjambment, caesura, or free verse.

• How does the structure reinforce the meaning or mood?

4. **Consider the Poet’s is the poet trying to communicate about a theme or 
idea?

• Think about the cultural or historical influences (if relevant).

5. Comparing Two Poems

• Identify similarities and differences in:

• Themes: What are both poems about?



• Tone and Mood: Are they joyful, melancholic, reflective?

• Language and Techniques: How does each poem use imagery or 
sound devices?

• Structure: Are they formal or free-flowing?

Practice Analyzing Key Elements

1. Theme and Subject

• Is the poem about love, loss, war, nature, identity, time, or memory?

• How does the poet convey their perspective?

2. Tone and Mood

• Analyze how tone shifts throughout the poem (e.g., hopeful to melancholic).

• Look at diction and punctuation to infer mood.

3. Imagery and Symbolism

• What are the dominant images in the poem?

• Are there recurring symbols, and what do they represent?

4. Form and Structure

• Does the poem follow a set form (sonnet, haiku, etc.)?

• How does the structure create emphasis or surprise?

5. Language Techniques

• Repetition, contrasts, and juxtapositions.

• Use of questions, exclamations, or fragmented sentences.

Key Strategies

1. Annotate Quickly:

• Highlight striking phrases, imagery, and techniques on the first read.

2. PEE Paragraphs:

• Point: Make a point about the poem.

• Evidence: Use a quotation to support it.



• Explain: Explain the effect and link to the theme/message. 3 
Language**:

• Use terms like “similarly,” “in contrast,” “both poets explore...”.

Practice Tasks

Single Poem Questions:

• Analyze the imagery in the poem and its effect.

• How does the poet present a sense of conflict?

• Explore the relationship between nature and humanity in the poem.

Comparative Questions:

• Compare how two poets express feelings of loss.

• Compare how two poets use language to create mood and atmosphere.

Common Themes in Unseen Poetry

1. Nature and the Environment

• Connection to the natural world or its power over humanity.

2. Love and Relationships

• Joy or challenges in relationships, longing, heartbreak.

3. Conflict and Struggle

• War, personal battles, or societal issues.

4. Memory and Reflection

• Nostalgia, childhood, or reflecting on life’s changes.

5. Identity and Belonging

• Exploration of self, culture, or displacement.

Example Comparative Phrases

1. Similarities:

• “Both poets use vivid imagery to explore…”

• “Similarly, the tone in both poems conveys…”



2. Differences:

• “In contrast to X, Y presents a more optimistic view…”

• “While one poet focuses on..., the other emphasizes…”

Revision Activities

1. Timed Practice:

• Use unseen poems from past papers or online resources.

• Spend 20 minutes on the single poem and 10 minutes on the 
comparison.

2. Poetry Analysis Prompts:

• Pick a random poem and practice identifying themes, techniques, and 
structure.

3. Comparison Grids:

• Create a grid for two poems, noting similarities and differences in:

• Themes

•

• Structure

4. Flashcards:

• Write key literary techniques and examples on flashcards to revise.


